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Tl - Brightness level adjustment module in image processor e.g. color 
printer - has decision unit, which sends image data that is brighter 
than preset value to color balance adjustment unit, so that 
brightness is reduced 

PR - JP1 99801 0021 9 19980327 

PN - JP1 1284872 A 19991015 DW200001 H04N1/60 004pp 
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AB - JP1 1284872 NOVELTY - A decision unit (2) judges the brightness 
of image based on image data and sends the image data to color 
balance adjustment unit only when the brightness value exceeds 
preset value. A color balance adjustment unit @) adjusts the color 
balance of image and hue level compensation unit @) adjusts the 
hue level of image data, so that the brightness level is reduced. 

- USE - For adjusting brightness level of image data in image 
processor e.g. color printer. 

- ADVANTAGE - Since the brightness level is adjusted, natural color 
is obtained under the day light, thereby enabling reproduction of 
desirable color image. DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING(S) - The figure 
shows the block diagram of image processor, g) Decision unit; (3) 
Compensation unit; (4) Adjustment unit. 
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Tl - IMAGE PROCESSING UNIT 

AB - PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide the image processing unit 
that processes image data for clarifying a characteristic of an image 
and conducting preferable color reproduction in the case of 
generating a reproduced image based on image data obtained by 
image-picking up a natural object under daylight. 
- SOLUTION: A discrimination circuit extracts luminance 
information included in original image data from a CCD6, gives 
received original image data to an image reproduction processing 
unit 5 as they are when a luminance value is less than a prescribed 
threshold value but the original image data are fed to a color tone 
level correction circuit 3 when the luminance value is a prescribed 
threshold value or over. The luminance of image data obtained by 
image-picking up a natural object with a CCD6 under daylight is 
used for the threshold value. The color tone level correction circuit 
3 applies color tone level correction processing in response to the 
luminance to the original image data and gives the processed 
image data to a color balance adjustment circuit4. The color 
balance adjustment circuit4 applies adjustment processing of color 
balance to the image data from the color tone level correction 
circuit 3 and gives the processed image data to the image 
reproduction processing unit 5. 
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